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"How can one gamble while traveling with a woman one
loves?" Mikhail, who knew of his brother's liaison, wrote to
him.
"Here one can win ten thousand francs without any
effort," Feodor Mikhailovich answered his brother. "I have
made this trip to save you and myself from poverty. More-
over, I have faith in my lucky star."
In Geneva Dostoevsky pawned his watch and Polina's
ring in order to continue the journey, but the money he
obtained was just sufficient to enable the couple to reach
Turin, where funds from St. Petersburg awaited them. By
the time they reached Rome, the relation between the two
lovers had begun to deteriorate; Feodor Mikhailovich was
irritated by this woman who shared his life but refused to
give herself to him. He said one day to Polina, "One cannot
torture a man as you are torturing me. He will end up by no
longer desiring you."
In The Gambler, which describes Dostoevsky's liaison
with Polina, we read "There were moments when I could
have given half my life to be able to strangle her. I swear it,
if I could slowly have plunged a knife into her breast, I
think I should have done it with delight. And yet, if on the
Schlangenberg she had said to me: 'Throw yourself over the
precipice,' I would have done so with joy." A little later,
there is this important statement, "Yes, on many occasions
she did not look upon me as a man."
To realize that he was no longer a man to her made him
suffer more than everything else. She no longer feared him
since she had agreed to travel with him.
"Feodor Mikhailovich told me," Polina wrote, "that he
felt humiliated to leave me thus (it was one o'clock in the